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GETTING CAUGHT

If you need a reason other than safety to
avoid drug-impaired driving, consider
this: highly trained Drug Recognition
Expert (DRE) police officers are
increasing their numbers and skills in a
serious effort to keep drug-impaired
drivers off the road.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Whether you’re a driver, a passenger, a party host, friend or
family, be an active voice on the dangers of drug-impaired
driving. Here are the populations with the highest risks for
fatal and personal injury crashes in New York State:®
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IN 2016:°

« 8,277 DREs nationwide performed 31,421 enforcement checks
+ 217 DREs in New York State performed 1,874 enforcement checks

Since drug-impairment is harder to detect than using a breathalyzer,
suspected impairment often leads to an arrest. DREs then perform a
meticulous 12-step evaluation that includes interviews, pulse and eye
examinations, and eventually a blood and/or urine test.

—

ACTION STEPS

» Be a buddy. Pay special attention if you—or someone
you know—are at high risk, and speak up about the
life and death risks of drug-impaired driving:

+ Men in their 20s or 30s
+ People in their 40s and 50s on prescription meds

» Check prescription labels and consult your doctor
» Designate a sober driver
» Use a taxi, ride-share, or public transit

» Stay put and off the road when using drugs or
taking meds

Funded by the National Highway Traffic STOP
Safety Administration with a grant Vew. | Governor’s Traffic
from the New York State Governor's DW STATE | Safety Committee

Traffic Safety Committee. Community Focused. Saving Lives.

'“Drug Involvement in Fatal and Personal Injury Crashes on New York Roadways,” 2016, Institute for Traffic

Safety and Management and Research
2 "How Safe is Recreational Marijuana?” 2013, Scientific American
8 “Cocaine use and driving impairment,” 2013, Addiction.com

““Drug Facts: What are prescription CNS depressants?” 2018, National Institute on Drug Abuse
°“Annual Report,” 2016, International Association of Chiefs of Police

¢“Drug Involvement in Fatal and Personal Injury Crashes on New York Roadways,” 2016, Institute for
Traffic Safety and Management and Research



