
The Second Front: Mission Change* 1941 – 2013
Introduction

The following stories are told by soldiers and surviving family members for soldiers 
from World War II to the current Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom. Recurring combat trauma made successful reintegration impossible and 
many found the roadway a place of terror, intrusive thoughts, and rage. They had one 
clear mission in combat, but now that they are home, their mission has changed to 
surviving on the Second Front.

While in the military, each experienced a trauma that resulted in an internal battle. 
Some self-medicated with alcohol or drugs to quell their nightmares and return to some 
feeling of normalcy. These decorated combat veterans experienced road rage, blackout 
driving, or !ashbacks. For some, drunk driving was a symptom of self-medication 
and underlying trauma that became a daily routine. All realized that they needed 
help and only those who had served understood. 

Today, Veteran Tracks and Veteran Courts deal with returning soldiers in the justice 
system, and impaired driving arrests are a common o"ense before these courts.

As you tour the exhibit, get to know these warriors. They are siblings, parents, 
spouses, partners, and above all, comrades-in-arms. They are committed to leaving 
no returning soldier behind in the Second Front.
*Mission Change is an all out change in the mission due to di#culties.
– Crafted with Sta" Sergeant Michael DiNitto, OIF and OEF
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